
4. Compilation of records of all the publications to date on the elephant and its habitat.
This is particularly relevant today when research on elephants has become widespread
and the publication of books has gathered momentum.

The AECC, if it is to really become a useful venue for scientist to meet and work, must have a
good library, stocked with all the books on elephants and their habitats. The secretariat also hopes to
subscribe to relevant journals in association with the Centre for Ecological Studies in Bangalore
(where it is sited) and the BNHS.

We should address all those organisations (especially zoos which keep and breed Asian elephants),
associations and individuals interested in the future of this noble animal. Our first priority is to esta-
blish a Trust Fund of at least US$ 30,000, in order to generate income sufficient to achieve some of
our objectives. I was overwhelmed by the generosity of one Zoological Society in the USA, that
donated US$ 5000 towards this figure even before I sent out this appeal. I hope that the response
to this explanatory editorial will be equally encouraging.

May I take the'liberty of thanking you in advance!

Lyn de Alwis

ASIAN ELEPHANT CONSERVATION CENTRE (AECC}

The idea for the AECC came up at the last
AESG Meeting held in Chiangmai, Thailand in
1988. The AECC was subsequently established
at the Centre for Ecological Sciences, at the
lndian Institute of Science. lt is headed by Dr.
R. Sukumar who is assisted by Mr J.A. Santosh
and Miss Uma Maheswaran. The Centre is fun-
ded by a generous grant from WWF-Interna-
tional.

Progress:

1. Training: Ms Uma Maheswaran attended
a workshop on database management con-
ducted by Dr John MacKinnon at Bogor,
Indonesia from 15 August to 13 September.
Her training enables her to assist the AECC
in building up its own database.

2. llorkshop: The AECC held a Workshop
on Censusing Elephants in Forests from 2-
10 January, 1991 in Mudumalai Wildlife
Sanctuary and it was attended by over 30
participants.

3. Dotabose on Asion Elephant: A number
of documents have been collected on Asian
Elephant: its status, distribution, biology
and conservation. A bibliography of some
600 references on Asian elephants has been

computerised in dBase and can now be

accessed through key words. This will soon
be brought out as a report. Setting up of
a computerised database on the Asian
Elephant has begun. The database will begin
with lndia and Sumatra for which the most
detailed information has been collected.

The AECC is in touch with the World Con-
servation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge,
U K, regarding the acquisition of a Geo-
graphical Information System. This would
ensure that the database maintained by the
AECC is compatible with those used by the
entire SSC network.

4. Population Viobility Anolysis (PVA):
Dr R. Sukumar, the Coordinator of AECC
worked in collaboration with Dr. N.V. Joshi



on a PVA for the Asian Elephant. One of
the main problems facing the Asian elephant
is fragmantation of habitat and hence iso-
lation of small populations. The probability
of survival of small herds for a certain time
period needs to be determined before set-
tling on a particular management option.

5. Networking; The AECC circulated an

announcement about the establishment of
the Secretariat to various Government
agencies and Institusions in India as a be-
ginning. The Executive Secretary is curren-
tly compiling a list of agencies outside lndia
with whom contact will soon be established.

6. Fund raising: During his Smithsonian-
sponsored visit to the USA, Dr. Sukumar
went on a lecture tour of various Universi-
ties and Zoos where the conservation pro-
blems facing the Asian elephant were high-
lighted. He also had discussions with Dr Dale

Tuttle, Director of the Jacksonville Zoo
and Coordinator of the North American
Species Survival Programe for Asian Ele-
phants, on raising funds for an endowment
to be set up by IUCN for the AESG. Dr.
Tuttle has kindly agreed to help organize
the campaign.

7 . Conservotion Action: The M inistry of
Environment and Forests, Government of
lndia has constituted a six-member Task
Force for finalising the plan for PROJECT
ELEPHANT to be implemented from 1991.
It was agreed in principle that the AECC
would assist the project directorate in its
mo nitoring.

Proposed activities:

1. Publications; The AECC plans to pro-
duce Monographs on selected topics pre-
pared by members. Among the monographs
planned for the near future are (a) Trans-
location of Wild Elephants by Prof. D.K.
Lahiri-Choudhury; (b) Postmortem on
Elephants by Dr. V. Krishnamurthi; (c) Field
Guide to Asian Elephants by Dr. R. Suku-
mar; (d) Proceedings of the Workshop on
Censusing Elephants in Forests; (e) Elephant

Population Viability Analysis by Dr. R.
Sukumar and Dr. N.V. Joshi.

2. Meeting: The next Asian Elephant Spe-
cialist Group Meeting is scheduled to be held
from 2O-22 May, 1992 at the SEAMEO-
BIOTROP CENTRE (Southeast Regional
Centre for Tropical Biology), P.O. Box 17,

Jalan Raya Tajur Km. 6, Bogor, West Java,
lndonesia. Tel: (0251) 323848. The theme
for the AESG Meeting would be the mana-
gement of Transfrontier Reserves and other
large elephant habitats which offer the best
chances for the long term survival of the
Asian Elephant. Members are requested to
prepare background papers on this topic
relevant to the conservation of the elephant
in their countries.

3. Elephant Census in Asia: Following the
successful Workshop on Censusing Elephants
in Forests that was conducted recently in
Mudumalai, it is hoped that the participants
would, on their return to their countries
carry out line-transects in a variety of
habitats to estimate the dung density and
also study the rate of decay of elephant
dung and the defaecation rate of the ele-
phants. These data would then be analysed
at the AECC to arrive at elephant densities
that are comparable.

Funds are being sought from SSC and WWF
to assist field workers and also to establish
a small team of specialists to hold similar
workshop in other countries in Asia, espe-
cially in Indo-China.

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS:

Ms SHANTHINI DAWSON: successfully
completed her postgraduate research studies
leading to Masters Degree at Oxford Uni-
versity on the field work she carried out
in South lndia in estimating the numbers
and densities of Asian Elephant using in-
direct methods. Her work was supervised
in Oxford by Dr. Malcolm Coe.

Dr. R. SUKUMAR: was awarded the Ful-
bright Scholarship to spend 9 months at



Princeton University in USA. Dr Sukumar
would be away from August 1991 to April
1992 during which time be would concen-
trate on analysing the data from the 50-ha
plot where he and his co-workers are study-
ing the dynamics of the entire plant and
animal communities over a long period
of time.

Mr. J.C. DANIEL who was the first Chair-
man of the Asian Elephant Specialist Group
and has been a powerful influence in the
development and progress of the AESG.
He is the Curator of the Bombay Natural
History Society. He plans to retire early this
year and devote much of his time to over-
seeing and devloping the BNHS Elephant
Programmes in India. The AESG takes this
opportunity to wish Mr Daniel every success
in his new assigment.

Mr. Lyn de Alwis, Chairman of AESG
continues to act as consultant to the Singa-
pore Zoological Gardens after his retirement
in Sri Lanka as Director of the Department

of Wildlife Conservation and Director of the
Zoological Garden. In Singapore, he is in-
volved in establishing the Night Safari Park
at the Zoo which will provide not only great
recreation to the urban people in Singapore
but will also facilitate the breeding of many
endangered species in semi-natural condi-
tions. This is the way all Zoos should
develop - away from cages and towards
creating a much saner environment for the
animals in captivity.

Mr WIDODO SUKOHADI RAMONO from
Indonesia is now the Chief of Species
Conservation at the Directorate-General of
Forest Protection and Nature Conservation.
Elephant conservation in Sumatra owes
much to the efforts of Mr Widodo under
whose management the successful elephant
translocations were carried out in Sumatra.
It was Mr Widodo who revived the art of
elephant training and domestication in
Sumatra since it disappeared with the demise
of the power and influence of the Sultans
and the arrival of the Dutch Colonial.Po-
wers.

SINGAPORE,S BRUSH WITH WILD ELEPHANTS

Pulau Tekong is one of Singapore's off shore
islands only a stone's throw from the Southern
beaches of Malaysia's Johore state. lt is approxi-
mately 7 km long and 4 km wide. lt is a 20-
minute launch ride from a srnall jetty on Singa-
pore's east coast fishing village of Changi.

Once a fishing village itself, the island is today
the property of the Singapore Armed Forces.
The luxuriant natural vegetation laced with
groves of durian and jak and several tracts of
coconut, rubber and oil palm, seem to help the
soldiers forget the rigours of their exacting
duties. To the rest of Singapore, Pulau Tekong is
a deserted island best left alone.

But the cool breezes from Tekong also reach

the coast of Johore. To a herd of harassed ele-
phants cornered in a dwindling forest on the

south-east, these breezes brought good news.
Yielding to temptation, three adventurous
young tuskers, decided to brave the sea one
moonless night in May and seek the greener
pasture beckoning them.

lmagine their delight at what they saw as

they padded across the opposite beach: healthy
young coconut palms and succulent banana
trees, gourmet items in an elephant's diet.
They tore the trees apart, feeding greedily and
wastefully. Picking a frond or two from one
tree, they felled the next. They demolished
a few hectares in that first frenzied onslaught.

To all intents and purposes, they had arrived
in paradise. But in the morning they were
roused by that horrible human scent in the air
followed by those dread voices. "We had better




